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Upcoming Important Dates  
 
3/8/25  Dodgeball Tournament 
 
3/14/25  No school, Spring Break 
 
3/24/25 Classes resume 
 
4/18/25  2:30 p.m. dismissal, Good Friday  
 
4/21/25  No School, Easter Monday  
 
4/26/25  St. Theresa Gala 5:30 p.m. 
 
2024-2025 School Calendar 

       
 

Dear Parents and Students, 

I wanted to let you know I am home and recovering from 
my surgery. I must share that it was so heart warming to 
gather with students and staff last Tuesday, as they 
presented me with a Rosary made by a parent with 
students and we said the Rosary together in the gym. I 
have enjoyed listening to the recording as I recover. I am 
also enjoying the sweet get well cards students have 
created, which I read each day. Thank you for your 
prayers and ongoing prayers. Thank you for your 
support and reaching out. Please know that I am praying 
for our students, staff and families during this time. I 
truly miss being at school.  I look forward to returning in 
April to finish the year strong.  

In prayer and Thanksgiving,  
Gretchen Watznauer 

https://sainttheresaiowa.org/school/calendars/


Lenten Meal - starts this Friday 
The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a dinner each Friday evening during Lent in the 
school gym, 5:30 -7 p.m. The meal includes: fried fish, baked fish, cheese pizza, french 
fries, coleslaw, macaroni & cheese, desserts, and drink.  Free will donations will be 
accepted. 

Dodgeball Tournament 
Join us for St. Theresa’s Annual Dodgeball Tournament this Saturday, March 8th, 6-9 p.m. 
in the school gym!  Concessions will be available - cash and venmo accepted.  Enter 
through the south school door, kindergarten door entrance of the school. 

Uniform Ordering 
This is the last chance to order any new uniform items from Smith Pro for this school 
year.  We have extended the deadline to Sunday, March 9th.  Orders will resume in July for 
next school year.  Click here to order.  If you have questions contact Emily Melcher, 
emelcher1@stsdsm.com.   
 

 

https://www.promoplace.com/stsuniforms
mailto:emelcher1@stsdsm.com


Fixing Souls Not Just Buildings - Send Mr. Tony to Rome 
Out of Uniform Day on Thursday March 13th to raise funds to send Mr. Tony on a pilgrimage to 
Rome!  Donate here, https://www.givesendgo.com/GEZG6 or send monetary donations to school 
with your child on March 13th. 
 
Tony Tedesco came to St. Theresa Catholic School and Parish as the head of maintenance, 
but his impact has gone far beyond the walls of his job. He has truly been an answer to our 
prayers, a blessing to our community. God’s plan was clear when He led Tony back to St. 
Theresa — a place that shaped him, as Tony is a proud alumnus of our school. If you had 
told him as a student that he would one day return to serve here, he would have likely 
laughed. But God's plans often surprise us in the most beautiful ways. 
 
When God called Tony to work at our school, He gave him a vision — a vision to build a 
chapel, a sacred space for our students to connect with Him. In less than a year, that 
dream became a reality. Tony didn’t just fulfill a task; he brought a place of peace and 
prayer into existence. Today, our chapel stands as a testament to his faith, dedication, and 
love for this community. Students attend class there, spend time in adoration, and 
experience grade-level Masses that are held within those walls. By witness, it is some of 
the best moments of our student's day.  Tony has given us something lasting, something to 
help our students and staff build their relationship with God day in and day out.   

But Tony’s contributions don't stop there. His presence in our school is felt in every 
hallway, playground, and classroom. He’s the one playing with the little ones on the 
playground, cracking jokes with the older students in the cafeteria (even starting the food 
fights), and walking alongside those who need a little extra time and guidance. Tony has 
built meaningful relationships with our students, teaching them not just about their faith 
but about kindness, work ethic, and the importance of community. Every year, he takes 
the time to teach our 5th graders about the scapular, encouraging them to wear it as a 
reminder of Mary’s love and care for them.   

Many of you have also witnessed the new stained glass tabernacle at the church.  The 
process was also something Tony was a part of, but he didn't just work on the project, but 
poured his soul into doing it for St. Theresa and Jesus.  His love for Jesus runs so deep and 
he is teaching so many others in his path about Our Savior.   

Now, it's our turn to give back to Tony. He has always been there for us, and now we have 
an opportunity to support him. Tony dreams of taking a pilgrimage with members of St. 
Theresa and Fr. Mike.   Unfortunately, due to unexpected home repairs, Tony has had to 
use the funds he saved for his journey to the Vatican. We want to show him how much his 
hard work and dedication mean to us. Let’s come together to help make his pilgrimage 
dream a reality, just as he has made so many of ours come true.  
 
Let's show him how powerful the prayers and the "little way" of St. Theresa can make a big 
impact.   

 

https://www.givesendgo.com/GEZG6


Altar Server Training 
Our next altar server training is March 25, 5-6:30 p.m. in the church.  Contact Josh Tyrrell, 
tyrrell.w.j@gmail.com, with questions. 
 
 
State testing season is upon us! 
All students in grades 3-8 will be taking the Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student 
Progress (ISASP) for Reading, Math, and Language/Writing the week of March 31st.  
Students in grades 5 and 8 will also take the Science ISASP during that same week. 
 
As much as possible, please have your student attend during testing time (approximately 
8:30 - 10:30 AM). 
 
Per the state testing policies, "Headphones or earbuds must be wired. Bluetooth 
headphones or earbuds are not allowed."  Please make sure your child has headphones 
that can plug into the school-issued Chromebooks via an audio jack or USB. 
 
Your child's individual (homeroom) teacher may reach out with details specific to his/her 
classroom. 
 
 
Track 
Track registration is open.  Click here for more information and to register. 
 
 

Sports/Clinics 
Check out our website under news/events for a listing of camps and clinics available 
through Dowling Catholic High School or click here.  There are several spring camps as 
well as information regarding swim team, summer swim lessons and track and field. 

 
 
Love Your Catholic School? Help Spread the Word! 
The Catholic Schools Office is asking parents to share their experiences in our Catholic 
schools. We want to hear your stories, what you like, and how your school has made a 
difference in your child’s life. Please take a few minutes to complete our Parent 
Engagement Survey at dmdiocese.org/schools/parent-survey. It can be completed 
anonymously, but please consider becoming a parent advocate and help us spread the 
word about our great Catholic schools 

 

 

mailto:tyrrell.w.j@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2py7UHc1AhSqSlX7ZSvhVVDCV9KWNcXCHj79IZ4jz1TMmKg/viewform
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CTO 
Time to apply for CTO tuition grants! In the Diocese of Des Moines, Catholic Tuition 
Organization (CTO) tuition grants are applied first to tuition expenses. The primary 
qualification for families to receive tuition assistance is based on meeting income 
guidelines.  Visit CTOIowa.org for more details and to see the income guidelines for the 
25-26 school year. Application deadline is April 15, 2025. Apply at www.fairapp.com 

 

 

http://www.fairapp.com/
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